
 

 �  The world’s leading international light and urban rail magazine
   Established in 1938 – now entering its 86th year
 �  Unrivalled worldwide news, analysis and industry updates
   Published monthly, with over 9500 readers worldwide
 �  Comprehensive system and project factfiles
 � Available in both print and digital versions

THE INTERNATIONAL LIGHT RAIL MAGAZINE

Published by We are proud members of

TAUT has worked 
with authorities, 
operators and industry 
partners around the 
world to produce 
bespoke publications 
showcasing system 
openings and 
anniversaries, key 
project milestones 

and product innovation. These 
include Dallas Area Rapid Transit; 
Docklands Light Railway; Nexus; 
Yarra Trams; Bergen 
Bybanen; BKK (Budapest); 
Manchester Metrolink; 
Luas (Dublin); Roads 
& Transport Authority 
(Dubai); Nottingham 
Express Transit; Tranvía 
de Zaragoza; and for 
companies such as CAF, 
Keolis and Yapı Merkezi.
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    content coming up in 2024...

main feature articles (Q1-Q2)
• Elbląg • Bern • Canada country update • Driver fatigue and awareness 
technologies • New tramway openings • Germany update • West Midlands
• Australia update • Basel • Rolling stock orders 2024 • Small manufacturer focus
• Bydgoszcz • Track technology and VLR • Ticketing technology • Torun
• Olsztyn • UK schemes: Bath and more • South America overview 
• Midlands: Birmingham and Manchester

System FACTFILES  AND PROJECT updates
• Vienna • Granada • Paris T4 & T9 • Edinburgh • Plauen
• Paris T3a and T3b • Valencia • Angers • Torun • Gera
• Grudziądz • Prague

EVENT coverage
• European Light Rail Congress • UK Light Rail Conference  
• Global Light Rail Awards • Rail Live Spain • Innotrans

SUPPLEMENTS & SPECIALS
 		

Our audience

OUR AUDIENCE
•  Politicians and transport ministries  •  Regulatory and planning bodies  
•  Operators  •  Campaigners and lobbyists  •  Environmental bodies    
•  Financier groups  •  Specialist legal firms  •  Civil engineers  
and contractors  •  Rolling stock manufacturers  •  Equipment and 
component suppliers  •  Consultants • Transport modellers and urban 
planners  •  Safety practitioners • Infrastructure commissioners   
•  Regeneration agencies and developers  •  Academics 

Distribution
  69% subscription	   31% newsstand 

BY LOCATION

Europe:  70.2%
North America:  18.4%
Asia / Middle East:  5.2%
Australasia:  4.3%
Central and South America:  1%
Africa:  0.9%
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 Tacoma opens 4km Hilltop extension

 Copenhagen welcomes new Avenio

 UK’s light rail recovery continues…

Free to LRTA members 

www.lrta .org 
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Bold in Bologna

Dramatic design and 

ancient tradition

Growth in Gdańsk

Baltic low-� oor � eet

expansion complete

New tunnels and trains to transform London’s Docklands
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 Tel Aviv opens long-awaited Red Line
 Jakarta’s 44.5km metro completed

 San Francisco celebrates 150 years

Free to LRTA members www.lrta.org www.tautonline.com
REINVENTION AND  
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Edinburgh’s plansNext steps for the Scottish capital

LRT vs Metro?Lyon focuses on tramway growth

Grand transit plans to link up Poland’s post-industrial city
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As a news-based 
publication, editorial 

topics are subject 
to change – please 

contact us for 
updated forward 

feature lists.  
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Pražská strojírna a.s.  

is a reliable producer of 

tramway infrastructure 

components such as 

switches, crossings,  

point machines,  
expansion joints,  

transition rails and more.

…also in Melbourne  

since 2002.

www.pstroj.cz

PRAŽSKÁ STROJÍRNA a.s.

... all for the modern tramway track

 		

  ADVERTISING RATES

  MECHANICAL DATA 

COVER DATE	             COPY DEADLINE    	 ON SALE*

January 2024	             27 November 2023	 15 December 2023

February 2024	             3 January 2024	 19 January 2024

March 2024	             31 January		  16 February

April 2024	             28 February		 15 March           

May 2024	             3 April		  19 April

June 2024	             1 May		  17 May

July 2024	             5 June		  21 June

August 2024	             28 June		  19 July

September 2024          31 July		  16 August

October 2024	            4 September	 20 September

November 2024           2 October		  18 October

December 2024           30 October		  15 November

ADVERTISEMENTS/ADVERTORIALS

Double-Page:	                  GBP2500 / EUR2800

Full Page:              	                 GBP1500 / EUR1700

Half Page: 	                  GBP900 / EUR1000

Quarter Page:    	                     GBP650 / EUR730

Please contact us for discounted series rates.

   2024 schedules

Double-page:  426mm (w) x 303mm (h)

				                    (including bleed) 

Full Page:  216mm (w) x 303mm (h)           (including bleed)   

Half Page:  185mm (w) x 130mm (h)

Quarter Page:  90mm (w) x 130mm (h)

Other sizes and layout options are available.  
Please contact us for further details.

* Newsstand date. Subscribers receive advance copies

Geoff Butler
Commercial Manager
t: +44 (0)1733 367610 / 07584 245086
e: geoff@mainspring.co.uk

Hollie Keeling
Commercial Executive
t: +44 (0)1733 367608
e: hollie@mainspring.co.uk

Matt Johnston
Editor
t: +44 (0)1733 367607
e: matt@mainspring.co.uk

CONTACT US

TAUT ONLINE	 WWW.MAINsPrING.CO.UK/industry-news/

 
 Statistics *

Traffic and regular users of the website 
continue to grow year on year offering a 
great opportunity to showcase your brand or 
product amongst our audience.
Average users per month:  32 325
Total users:  387 909
Page views:  139 524
Sessions:  56 767
English language visitors:  63.8% 
Countries accessing mainspring.co.uk:  159

* Google Analytics

•  Regularly updated news and editorial features 

•  Exclusive web-only content

•  Event listings and reports

13 Orton Enterprise Centre, Bakewell Road, Orton Southgate, Peterborough PE2 6XU    ❙  UK
www.mainspring.co.uk

 rates & MECHANICAL DATA 

•  ��Leaderboard banner:	  GBP250 / EUR280 per month 

795px  x  100px  (w x d)

•  ��Skyscraper: 		  GBP250 / EUR280 per month 

220px  x  660px  (w x d)

•  ��Large button:   		  GBP150 / EUR170 per month 

220px  x  220px

•  ��Small button: 		  GBP100 / EUR115 per month 

220px  x  100px (w x d) 		          

•  ��Sponsored links : 		  GBP25  /  EUR30 per link

•  �Files should be .gif, .jpg or .png format with a link to redirect traffic.

•  �For MPU, please contact us for options and further details. 

www.ghh-bonatrans.com

WE SPEAK LOW-FLOOR

WHEELSET FOR  
LOW-FLOOR TRAMS

•   Super-Resilient Wheels GHH® ULTRA-P 

•   Robust and long-lasting design

•   Very low radial stiffness allows  
deflections of up to 3 mm

•   Maximum noise and vibration reduction

•   Interfaces for drive coupling  
and brake discs

NEW GENERATION INDEPENDENT WHEEL AXLES 

•   Resilient Wheels GHH® V60

•   Design as motor or trailer independent wheel axles

•   Optimization of car body design (aisle width) by improved  

position of primary springs 

•   Use in standard gauge bogies with wheelset loads up to 12.5 t

•   Extensive standardization and modular design to serve different 

customers and projects with one product family

•   Low LCC costs due to long service life, high availability  

and reliability, as well as easy maintenance

Trailer independent wheel axleMotor independent wheel axle

InnoTrans
2022

Hall 21
Stand 640

Visit us at:
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BARRIER-FREE TRAVEL
CITYLINK products are modular, barrier-free light rail vehicles, designed to provide a safe, comfortable ride and to connect cities with their surrounding areas. Capable of reaching speeds of up to at 100 km/h, they are suitable for tram and rail networks alike, which means that people don’ t have to change from one mode to another. CITYLINKs are air-conditioned and spacious, featuring airy passenger compartments, multi-functional areas and wheel-chair spaces. They can be easily adapted to suit your network, avoiding costly infrastructure changes. 

www.stadlerrail.com
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B
ack in 2017, Transdev identified that the service delivery 

team on Dublin’s Luas light rail system was spending 

the majority of its time on administrative tasks due to a 

reliance on paper-based processes.

Recognising that digitising this process was an efficient 

way forward, Transdev selected Transit9 – an IT company specialising 

in applications for the transport sector – to help.

Transdev Ireland Deputy Managing Director Eoghan Sweeney  

and Transit9 Managing Director Keith McHale share their journey. 

What were the issues that led you to digitising?

Eoghan: We had a paper-based system for tracking assessments, 

incidents and return to work forms and realised that our team leaders 

were spending 80% of their time managing paperwork.

At the time we were reviewing our competence assessments and 

wanted to automate aspects of this, but needed our team leaders to be 

out coaching and supporting our drivers. The previous paper-based 

system also didn’t provide up-to-date or real-time data, making it 

time-consuming and difficult to assess the competence of drivers. 

How did you approach the transition?

Keith: We worked with Transdev to first understand the processes, 

the types of data they were collecting and where it was coming from. 

We then developed an app to allow staff to enter the data from a 

mobile phone or tablet while in the field.

The app was designed to be intuitive and user-friendly as obviously 

we wanted to gain ‘buy in’ for people to use it. This fed into a central 

database in real-time, giving management and staff key information 

such as incidents, absenteeism, passenger numbers and much more.

What have been the impacts?

Eoghan: The app has given our staff the ability to carry out 

assessments, record incidences and absences, create incident reports and 

capture electronic signatures while on the go. When they’re back in the 

office they can access the app from their desktop and continue working.

It has eliminated a lot of paperwork and really freed up people’s 

time. Because it’s easy to use and is now part of their daily routine, our 

data is more accurate and being delivered in real-time. 

We also worked with Transit9 to create dashboard reports for each 

department to easily understand how they’re performing. Overall it 

has greatly improved the robustness of our auditing and reporting. 

What’s next for Transdev?

Eoghan: With the success of this project we extended it to other 

areas of the business, including event logging, permits and approvals 

and training. We are now rolling out a modern depot solution. 

What are the keys to delivering a project like this?  

Keith: When digitising processes it is essential that they help rather 

than hinder staff doing their jobs. You can’t underestimate how  

user-friendly and easy-to-use systems need to be. If they’re not, then 

staff either won’t use them or will just enter rubbish. It also helps to 

work with a partner who has an understanding of the sector specifics 

so that it’s tailored to the client’s needs.

As we continue to work with Transdev it was important to create an 

application that could evolve and be extended to other areas of the 

business if needed, rather than having to recreate something each 

time. As all our applications are cloud-based they can quickly and 

easily integrate into existing systems with minimal disruption.  

 To find out more, or to book a demonstration, visit www.transit9.com

www.tautonline.com . www.lrta.org   AUGUST 2022  /  309

Keith McHale: Managing Director, Transit9

“When digitising processes it is essential 

that they help rather than hinder staff 

doing their jobs. You can’t underestimate 

how user-friendly systems need to be.” 

  Transdev Ireland Deputy Managing Director Eoghan Sweeney. 

Courtesy of Transdev Ireland
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DIGITISATION: A JOURNEY
RATHER THAN A DESTINATION Connecting Communities

Delighted to be recognised for improving customer 
experience by reducing anti-social behaviour.
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Pre Metro Operations Ltd, Regent House, 56 Hagley Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8 1QD

Tel: 01384 441325  Email: info@premetro.org  Website: www.premetro.co.uk

pre-metro-operations-limited PreMetroOperationsLtd @pre_metro

Working with leading UK transport  
companies and investors to provide  
low-cost light rail solutions.

• Specialists in VLR and LRT

• Consultation, establishment and  
operation services

• Over 16 years of operations experience

• The UK’s only award-winning  
VLR Operator

• Targeting carbon zero

L I G H T  R A I L  S O L U T I O N S  L I N K I N G  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

V
ery Light Rail (VLR) vehicles have proven themselves to 

be the most suitable solution to enable local connectivity 

between sections of traditional heavy rail infrastructure.  

The Stourbridge Shuttle operation utilises the Stourbridge 

Branch line, acting as a short feeder route into the wider 

UK network. Since Pre Metro launched operations on this line in 

2009, patronage and reliability have risen year after year. 

Before COVID restrictions, this short route carried 650 000 

passengers per year and operated with an annual Public Performance 

Measure of 99.6%, making it the most reliable service on Network 

Rail. At as little as 50% of the standard operating cost of conventional 

rail services, and with cheaper infrastructure and maintenance 

costs, creating connectivity with the wider railway network through 

VLR can now be an effective and sustainable way to expand public 

transport availability. 
The wider adoption of this approach increases the accessibility of 

all connected services, enhances the journey opportunities of current 

passengers, and encourages greater overall growth in patronage. Use of 

the latest technology also leads to substantial environmental benefits 

and can enable local communities to reduce traffic and move towards 

the Government’s aspiration of net-zero carbon.

Creating connectivity through VLR also provides better access 

between homes, services and job opportunities, without adding 

traffic to already very congested road networks. This makes the local 

area and wider region more accessible and more attractive for both 

people and businesses, attracting new developments and employment 

prospects into the surrounding areas. The result is a boost to 

residential values and commercial growth within communities. 

With the recent ‘Restoring Your Railway’ scheme showcasing how 

much railways are either under-utilised or in need of rebuilding, 

VLR can establish a scalable solution to cater for the patronage and 

environmental demands now required of local transport authorities. 

Passenger services can then be upscaled and upgraded to heavy rail or 

metro-type operations when demand and revenues permit.

Thus, by adopting VLR, passengers could have access to reliable  

and sustainable services in the short-term, as opposed to having 

no service until the available funds or the regional needs dictate. 

Upscaling through VLR is an evolutionary approach to transport 

planning that not only represents an affordable short-term solution, 

but also establishes a long-term foundation for sustainable public 

transport that can accommodate the future demands of both regional 

and city developments and accessibility.  

vlr: the green solution
to connect uk rail 

European Light  
Rail Congress
22-23 March 2023: Tenerife

BOOK 
BOTH

EVENTS 
AND 

SAVE 10%
Visit:  

www.mainspring.co.uk/
events

11-12 July 2023: Gateshead

¬ suitable for most rail and sleeper types
¬ Network Rail Approved up to 70mph Linespeed
¬ can be combined with all STRAIL inner panel systems
¬  popular areas of application: inner city, e.g. in front of schools, day-care centres, shop-ping centres, in front of hazardous crossing angles, e.g. for cyclists and wheelchair users, baby carriages, inlineskaters, trolley bags, etc.

 the safe system with compressible flange groove.

STRAIL (UK) Ltd. - Richard Whatley | Tannery Lane // Send / Woking // GU23 7EF // Great BritainPhone +44 (14 83) 22 20 90 // info@strail.com // www.strail.com

THE FLANGEWAYLESS INNER PANEL SYSTEM.

 @strail_official  @kraiburg strail

simply safe > typical veloSTRAIL
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